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| had blogged and written articles, which were published in English and Regional media
(enclosed herewith) about the need for Special Sessions of Parliament to discuss and solve
National Priority Issues — Destitution and the state of Poverty of 421 million Indians being
one of them.

There has been an overwhelming response from readers and citizens all over India, to this
idea of Parliament meeting to discuss such issues on a bipartisan basis - such as a time
bound, credible programme to create a poverty-free India. Many citizens have written
directly to you, the Hon’ble Speaker and Hon’ble Vice President, about this.

| have discussed this with a large number of MPs and many of them are supportive of this.

| would request your leadership and support to making these Special Sessions in
Parliament a reality.

Thanking you,

Yours Sincerely,

A-C«M

—
RAJEEV CHANDRASEKHAR

Dr. Manmohan Singh
Hon’ble Prime Minister

Government of India
New Delhi

211 North Avenue, New Delhi-110001 India
Tel: + 91-11-23094044 Fax : + 91-11-23094042
E-mail : rajeev.c@nic.in
www.rajeev.in



Publication: New Indian Express o Date: 9" November Subject: National priority issues and you

A special session for Obama, then why not one for the 421 million poor Indians? Write in to make a difference

National priority issues and you

recent UNDP Human Development
Report on poverty in India says
acute poverty prevails in eight
states of the country and the num-
ber of people in poverty in these
states outnumber the poor in 26 sub-
Saharan African countries. While
the prevalence of poverty in India
itself has not come as a surprise,
what shocked me was the sheer
number — 421 million fellow Indi-
ans are living in abject conditions.
This is almost one third of our coun-
try’s population!

This gigantic embarrassment did
not quite find enough mention in
the media that was busy debating if

and, hold your breath, India has
been in that position since 1994! In-
cidentally, during these 15 years of
remaining at the bottom of the list,
the budgetary allocation for poverty
and social sectors has witnessed an
increase of 15 times.

So, where is the money going?
Why are we so complacent about
people’s lives?

More than 75 vears ago, Mahaima
Gandhi said: “My greatest worry is
the ignorance and poverty of the
masses of India, and the way in
which they have been neglected by
the classes”.

All that you have to do is to re-

ing problems of poverty and destitu-
tion. The inequalities of income and
resources in India are widening ev-
eryday and no concrete efforts are
being made to address this alarming
— and dangerous — divide.

Even today the country has no
clue about a predictable and definite
timetable to eradicate poverty. Given
that we seem to be a nation where
geniuses abound as economists, me-
dia and business visionaries, why
are we not able to plan a clear time-
bound path to a poverty-free India?
A decade or two decades — whatever
the case may be — but we should be
able to have a national plan.

Given that there is very little dis-

serve to get the attention of the
“heavily distracted media” to focus
the nation on the real challenges
facing us.

If Parliament can be convened
especially to hear President Barack
Obama of America, surely we can
lconvene a special session to discuss
national priority issues like poverty
that affect more than 400 million fel-
low Indians.

If you agree with this idea of spe-
cial sessions of Parliament that will
focus on national priority issues,
write a letter or email to the Prime
Minister at manmohan@sansad.nic.
in and copy it to me at rajeev.c@nic.
in, so that I can get a sense as well

India can continue to grow at8.5per place the word ‘classes’ with govern-
cent growth rate and gleefully re- ment. cussion on issues like these in Par- of how many of us really want this ; 2
ported how private wealth of 49 In- I accept that there’s much to be liament or in the media, why can’t focus to start.
dians on Forbes list was nearly 31 proud of interms of India’s develop- we have special sessions of Parlia-  Ican think of many ways of doing Rajeev Chandrasekhar
per cent of India’s GDP. ment over the last decade or so. ment of three-five days, which will service to the country. This is one Member OFf Parli

Mare shock was in store, as it was However, the progress hides the con-  only discuss national priority issues real way of serving by getting all of em er f a’: I‘?ment |
revealed that India ranked 134th in with no disruptions and no parti- us to focus on creating a poverty- rajeeuc@mc.m

the UN Human Development Index

tinuing failure of the state to de-
liver on real outcomes on the press-

sanship. Such a session will also

free and destitution-less India!



Publication: Kannada Prabha

Date: 5" November

poverty

Subject: Special section needed to remove
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